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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Saint  Ives  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon, 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 


To:- 

the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Miss  Thackray ,  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  this  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
Area  for  the  year  1950. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  M.  MARKHAM, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.j  D.P.H.j  D.T.M. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

M.  M.  MARKHAM,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

G.  H.  PHIPPS 

Cert.  S.I.B. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

J.  G.  REESON 

Cert.  S.I.B. ,  M.R.S.I.,  Cert.  Bldg.  Inspr. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics 

Population  (middle  1950)  . 

Population  (middle  1949)  . 

Area  . 

Rateable  Value  (April  1950)  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Product)  . . . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 


(Net 


12,310 

12,190 

45^911 

£53.842 

/ 222 
3.320 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths  (all 

ages)  ... 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
M.  F.  Total 

107  86  193  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

1  1  2  estimated  population 

- - (Ditto  for  England 

108  87  195  and  Wales) . 


213  Rate  per  1,000  esti- 
-  mated  population  . . . 
—  —  —  (Ditto  for  England 

213  and  Wales) . 


67  75  142  Death-rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 
(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate  ...  . 


M.  F. 
1  3 


Total  .  1  3 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


acres 


15-84 

15.8 

0.24 

0.37 

n-53 

11. 6 
Total 
4 

4 

20.51 

29.8 
20.72 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Registrar-General's  List) 


List  No 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

i 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

- 

- 

3 

Syphilitic  . 

- 

- 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

- 

- 

5 

Whooping  Cough . 

- 

- 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

- 

- 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

- 

8 

Measles  . 

- 

- 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

IO 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

4 

2 

ii 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

- 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

- 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

- 

- 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

10 

8 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

- 

1 

16 

Diabetes  . 

- 

- 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

7 

14 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

11 

10 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

2 

20 

Other  heart  disease  . 

6 

13 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

2 

4 

22 

Influenza  . 

- 

- 

23 

Pneumonia  . 

- 

- 

24 

Bronchitis  . 

4 

1 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

1 

- 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

- 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

1 

5 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . 

4 

- 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations  . 

- 

- 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

1 

- 

34 

All  other  accidents  . 

- 

4 

35 

Suicide  . 

- 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

Totals  all  causes  . 

67 

75 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


(а)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  are  available  to  this 
Authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  Area  : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge.  Tel.  :  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  R.Sc.,  F.I.C., 

Tenison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.  :  Cambridge  2097. 

(б)  Ambulance  Services 

(i)  Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambu¬ 
lance  Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Fire  Service  have  been  available  on  doctors’ 
orders.  Tel.  :  Huntingdon  67. 

(ii)  An  ambulance  stationed  at  Huntingdon  Isolation 
Hospital  has  been  available  for  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  Tel.  :  Huntingdon  59. 

( c )  Home  Nursing 

Nurse-midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Hunting¬ 
don  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nuising  and  attended 
maternity  cases. 

(i)  A  nurse  residing  in  Warboys  (Tel.  :  Warboys  224) 
attended  cases  in  Warboys,  Wistow,  and  Brough¬ 
ton. 

(ii)  A  nurse  residing  in  Bluntisham  (Tel.  :  Earith  225) 
attended  cases  in  Somersham  and  Pidley. 

(iii)  A  nurse  residing  in  Hemingford  Abbots  (Tel.  : 
St.  Ives  3119)  attended  cases  in  the  Hemingfords, 
Fenstanton,  and  Hilton. 

(iv)  A  nurse  residing  in  Bluntisham  (Tel.  :  Earith  226) 
attended  cases  in  Earith,  Bluntisham,  Colne,  and 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth. 

(v)  A  nurse  residing  in  Woodhurst  (Tel.  :  Warboys 
327)  attended  cases  in  Wyton  Aerodrome,  Wood- 
hurst,  Oldhurst,  and  Upwood. 

(vi)  A  nurse  residing  in  St.  Ives  (Tel.  :  St.  Ives  2228) 
attended  cases  in  Houghton  and  Wyton  villages. 


( d )  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by 
the  Huntingdon  County  Council  : — 
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Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10. 30-11. 30  a.m. 

Clinic 

Buildings, 

Broadway, 

St.  Ives. 

Infant 

Welfare 

Children 

(0-5  yrs.) 

Every  Friday.  2-4  p.m. 

1st  Monday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

Ditto. 

Constitutional 

Hall, 

Fenstanton. 

Methodist 

Room, 

Somersham. 

Baptist 

Chapel, 

Warboys. 

Dental 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren. 
Pre-natal  and 
nursing 

mothers. 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10  a.m. -12  noon. 

2-3.30  p.m. 

Every  Wednesday  (ex¬ 
cept  2nd  in  month)  and 
every  Saturday. 

10  a.m.- 1 2  noon. 

(By  appointment.) 

Clinic 

Buildings, 

Broadway, 

St.  Ives. 

Dental  Clinic, 
Princes  Street, 
Huntingdon. 

(ii)  The  following 

Health  Services  were 

the  responsi- 

bility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  are 

administered 

on  an  agency  basis  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council  :• — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays  in 
month  (by  appointment 
except  in  emergency) . 
10  a.m. -12  noon. 

2  p.m. -4  p.m. 

' 

Old  Grammar 
School, 
Huntingdon. 

Orthopaedic 

Ditto. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
in  month  (Surgeons  by 
appointment). 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

Ditto. 

(iii)  The  following 
the  Regional  Hospital  Boa 

Health  Services  were 
rd  : — 

provided  by 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday. 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 

Venereal 

Diseases 

All  cases 

Tuesday — 3  p.m. 
Thursday — 7  p.m. 

Males:  Wednesday  and 
Friday — 4-6  p.m. 
Females: 

Friday — 10-12  noon. 
Wednesday — 4-6  p.m. 

Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 

28  Fitz william 
Street, 
Peterborough. 

u 


Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstet¬ 
rical,  Gynaecological,  and  Dental  Out-patients’  Clinics  are 
held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can 
refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever. — Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital  provided  facilities 
for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  Count}/ 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam¬ 
bridge  . 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Paxton  Park  Mater¬ 
nity  Home,  St.  Neots.  Admissions  were  arranged  through 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

1  (i)  Water.-— St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council  now  join 

the  select  band  of  Rural  Authorities  that  have  provided  a 
mains  supply  in  each  of  their  parishes  and  approximately 
2,500  houses  in  the  area  are  on  supply.  The  extensions  of 
the  water  mains  to  the  fen  areas  of  Pidley,  Somersham,  and 
Warboys  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  Planning,  and  when  these  are  completed  in  1951 
practically  every  small  group  of  houses  in  the  district  will  be 
on  supply.  The  benefits  are,  of  course,  shared  by  the  agri¬ 
cultural  industry,  large  quantities  of  water  being  taken  through 
meters  by  farmers. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  Authorities,  the  Ramsey  and 
St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board,  the  Chesterton  and  St.  Ives  Joint 
Water  Board,  and  Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council.  The 
two  former  Authorities  are  precepting  authorities  while  water 
is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council 
who,  incidentally,  obtain  their  water  from  within  St.  Ives 
Rural  District. 

A  summary  of  the  water  supplies  is  given  on  page  7  . 

The  Ramsey  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Board  are  actively  engaged 
in  augmenting  their  supply  which  is  obtained  from  the  river 
gravels  at  Earith. 

1  (2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. -—Very  little  progress  on 

the  main  drainage  schemes  was  made  during  the  year.  The 
preparatory  work  necessary  to  formulate  detailed  proposals 
to  the  Ministry  has  been  proceeding  slowly,  but  the  need  for 
such  schemes,  especially  at  Somersham  and  the  river-side 
villages,  has  been  increasingly  apparent.  Full  use  cannot  be 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 
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made  of  the  mains  water  supply  until  the  villages  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  sewers  and  disposal  works,  but  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  schemes  prepared  in  outline  by  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  are  mounting  every  month.  Should  they  continue 
to  do  so  it  will  mean  a  heavy  financial  burden  on  the  ratepayers 
in  rural  areas  that  have  no  established  industries  other  than 
agriculture. 

Housing  estates  complete  with  all  the  modern  conveniences 
considered  necessary  by  the  Ministry  and  which  undoubtedly 
are  ideal  in  areas  provided  with  main  drainage  can  be  a  source 
of  nuisance  to  the  tenants  and  defeat  the  object  for  which  such 
conveniences  were  provided,  namely,  better  living  conditions  ! 

The  Council  has  provided  small  disposal  works  at  Hilton 
and  Fenstanton  in  connection  with  their  post-war  housing 
programme,  and  others  of  a  similar  nature  are  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  cost  of  such  works  is  paid  for  from  the 
Housing  Accounts  and  no  grant  is  receivable  by  the  Council 
for  such  schemes  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewer¬ 
age  Act. 


2  Rivers  and  Streams  .-—The  River  Great  Ouse  flows 
through  the  District  and  fairly  extensive  flooding  occurred  in 
the  area.  This  was  fortunately  confined  to  low-lying  meadow 
land  and  no  houses  were  affected. 

The  Council  continue  to  maintain  small  watercourses  in 
a  number  of  parishes  and  decided  to  clarify  the  position  by 
taking  Counsel's  opinion  on  their  responsibility  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  brooks  in  the  parish  awards  that  were  originally 
awarded  to  the  Surveyor  of  Highways.  In  general  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Counsel  was  that  such  responsibility  had 
remained  the  liability  of  the  Council.  This  opinion  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  who  decided  to  proceed  with  the 
maintenance  of  watercourses  awarded  to  the  Surveyor  of 
Highways. 

3  (i)  Closet  Accommodation.— -Owing  to  the  absence  of 
main  drainage  there  have  been  no  large  scale  conversions 
from  pail  to  water  closets.  Individual  applications  have  been 
approved  on  the  submission  of  satisfactoty  arrangements  for 
septic  tank  treatment  and  the  disposal  of  the  effluent. 

3  (2)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Night-soil  Collections. — The  weekly  collection  of  night- 
soil  continued  satisfactorily  in  all  the  villages,  but  it  is  much 
more  difficult  to  obtain  labour  for  this  branch  of  the  cleansing 
services. 
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The  night-soil  is  injected  into  sewers  at  Oldhurst  from 
where  it  is  pumped  to  an  ex-R.A.F.  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
for  treatment.  In  some  instances  the  night-soil  is  distributed 
over  fallow  land  and  a  small  quantity  is  used  for  composting 
straw  stacks. 

An  average  of  2,182  pails  were  emptied  each  week. 

By  arrangement  with  Huntingdon  Borough  Council,  night- 
soil  is  collected  from  Hartford,  which  is  in  the  area  of  that 
Authority. 

( b )  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — This  service  was 
commenced  in  1945  to  take  the  place  of  the  quarterly  and 
monthly  collections  of  unburnable  rubbish  then  carried  out 
by  local  contractors  in  the  majority  of  the  villages.  Since  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  the  quantity  of  refuse  collected  has 
increased  each  year.  A  weekly  collection  is  made  from  every 
village  and  the  fen  areas  by  means  of  two  side-loading  vehicles 
and  one  moving-floor,  rear-loading  vehicle.  The  refuse  is  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  two  worked-out  gravel  pits  at  Somersham  and 
Needingworth  respectively. 

By  arrangement  with  the  St.  Ives  Borough  Council  weekly 
refuse  collections  are  also  carried  out  in  the  Borough  by 
contract. 

An  average  of  3,022  dustbins  were  emptied  each  week. 

(c)  Salvage. — This  service  discontinued  in  1949  was 
resuscitated  in  the  middle  of  1950  and  a  bonus  scheme  was 
approved  by  the  Council  whereby  the  collectors  were  given 
50%  of  the  value  of  the  materials  sold,  which  at  first  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  metals  and  textiles.  Later  in  the  year  paper 
was  again  collected  but  was  excluded  from  the  bonus  scheme. 
The  salvage  sold  was  approximately  33  tons  2  cwt.,  and 
realised  the  sum  of  £218.0.11. 

(d)  Cesspool  Emptying. — During  1950  284  cesspools  were 
emptied.  A  charge  of  25/-  is  made  for  each  750-gallon  load 
removed,  and  a  sliding  scale  for  industrial  premises  progres¬ 
sively  reduces  the  charge  for  additional  loads  from  the  same 
premises.  The  service  has  also  been  made  available  to 
premises  in  adjacent  Authorities,  subject  to  an  additional 
charge  based  on  mileage. 


3  (3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes 
(a)  Housing  Inspections  : 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ... 

Re-inspections  . 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ... 
Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


1.783 


■  V 


281 

73 

109 

92 

o 

o 


The  general  repair  work  carried  out  by  the  majority  of 
the  owners  of  cottage  property  in  the  area  is  slowly  but  surely 
coming  to  a  standstill.  The  rising  costs  of  labour  and 
materials  have  made  a  large  number  of  cottages  not  only 
uneconomic  but  a  burden  to  a  number  of  owners  and  the  slight 
increase  in  general  repair  work  reported  in  1949  has  ceased. 
This  must  inevitably  increase  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  area  and  lead  to  the  demolition  of  further  cottages  as  they 
become  incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost. 


(b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 


1. 


2. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6 

13 

20 

5 

Nil 

Section  7 

36 

33 

1 

Nil 

Total 

49 

53 

6 

Nil 

The  following  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  the 
inspections  : — 


Defect 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were: — 

Referred 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

Inspector 

0 

Inspector 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ventilation 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Drainage  of  floors  . . 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Insufficient  sanitary 
accommodation 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Total  .  . 

8 

8 

0 

1 

■“  ' 

— 

— 

No  proceedings  were  taken  against  any  of  the  occupiers  of 
factories  in  the  district  and  generally  speaking  the  premises 
were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


TO 


(c)  Inspections  under  Regulations,  etc.  : 

Movable  dwellings  .  73 

Dumps,  tips .  118 

Scavenging  .  152 

Salvage  .  3 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  . 22 

Offensive  trades  .  14 

Food  .  61 

Butchers'  premises  .  136 

Shops  .  20 

Pumps,  wells  .  23 

Drains .  no 

Requisitioned  property .  2 

Council  houses  .  248 

Housing  sites  .  197 

General  public  health  .  71 

Schools  .  3 

Slaughter-houses  .  29 

Meat  from  outside  district  .  5 

Petroleum  stores  .  9 

After  infectious  diseases .  6 

Ice  cream  . ..  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  .  73 

Disinfestations  .  25 


Total  ...  1,420 


As  a  result  of  the  inspections  recorded  above,  171  informal 
notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises 
requesting  them  to  comply  with  the  relevant  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations.  In  addition  advice  was  given  regarding  improvements 
or  alterations  to  existing  premises,  plant,  and  machinery  that 
were  contemplated  by  occupiers.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  take  proceedings  as  the  infringements  were  of  a  minor 
character  and  were  rectified  after  the  request  to  do  so  had  been 
made. 

3  (4)  Camping  Sites. — Three  applications  for  the 

renewal  of  licences  permitting  the  use  of  land  for  camping 
sites  were  granted  by  the  Council ;  of  these,  two  are  on  the 
banks  of  the  River  Ouse  and  are  mainly  used  in  the  summer. 
All  sites  are  provided  with  mains  water  supply  and  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation. 
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A  number  of  caravans  were  also  licensed  in  various 
parishes.  Many  of  the  occupiers  are  either  applicants  on  the 
Council's  Housing  List  or  have  applied  for  a  licence  to  erect 
a  house. 

3  (5)  Shops  and  Offices.  (6)  Smoke  Abatement. 

(7)  Swimming  Baths. — There  is  nothing  of  interest  to  report 
under  these  headings. 

3  (8)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — Only  one  case  of  infes¬ 

tation  was  reported  during  the  year  and  after  disinfestation  the 
premises  were  subsequently  reported  to  be  clear.  “Zaldicide” 
and  D.D.T.  preparations  are  used  for  disinfestation.  Flea  and 
steam  fly  infestations  reported  were  also  treated  during  the 
year. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

Total  cases 
notified 


Scarlet  Fever  .  3 

Whooping  Cough  .  8 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  .  123 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Typhoid  Fever . 

Erysipelas  .  3 

Poliomyelitis  .  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  1 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

From  figures  available  at  31st  December  1950,  60.72% 
of  the  estimated  child  population  (0-14  years)  had  received 
a  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  but  only 
57.76%  of  the  babies  (0-4  years)  were  so  protected. 

These  figures  are  a  slight  improvement  on  last  year’s,  but 
are  still  not  good  enough.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to 
encourage  mothers  to  protect  their  children,  especially  babies 
under  school  age. 

Facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  available  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  through  the  School  Medical  Service, 
and  from  General  Practitioners. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  on  register  at  31st  December  1950:  37. 
Pulmonary:  23.  Non-pulmonary :  14. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

Respiratory 

Non- Res. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . . 

.. 

1  .  . 

•  . 

5  •  • 

•  • 

.  • 

10  . . 

•  • 

15  . . 

•  . 

*  * 

20  . . 

2 

•  • 

25  . . 

I 

•  • 

I 

35  •• 

I 

I 

I 

•  • 

45  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

55  •• 

65  and 

I 

•  • 

upwards 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals  .  . 

5 

I 

I 

O 

I 

O 

O 

O 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  employed  in  the  milk,  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

HOUSING 

1  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) . 281 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  321 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  59 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  64 


(3) 


(4) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  o 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  . 109 
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2  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rend¬ 
ered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers  .  92 

3  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  o 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made .  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders .  8 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  o 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  6 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dv/elling  therein .  9 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein .  49 

(b)  Number  of  newr  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  o 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  u 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  . .  .  o 

Housing  (General) 


The  erection  of  permanent  council  houses  continued 
during  the  year  and  the  following  annual  totals  show  the 
progress  made  since  1946  : — 


1946 

Houses 

completed 

18 

Huts 

converted 

Huts 

demolished 

1947 

47 

- 

- 

1948 

50 

20 

- 

1949 

47 

45 

- 

1950 

47 

- 

4 

209 

h5 

4 

The  rate  at  which  houses  were  being  completed  was  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year,  but  the  cost  of  erection  increased  sub¬ 
stantially  and  many  features  that  were  introduced  in  1946 
were  omitted  to  bring  prices  down  to  figures  that  would  be 
approved  by  the  Ministry. 

Four  huts  were  demolished  or  partially  dismantled  as  the 
tenants  were  rehoused,  it  being  the  policy  of  the  Council  to 
reduce  the  number  of  hutted  dwellings  in  use  as  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  occurs. 

The  allocation  of  building  licences  to  the  district  was 
further  reduced  in  1950,  but  the  number  of  applicants  for 
houses  increased. 

The  total  number  of  council  houses  in  the  area  amounted 
to  637  by  the  end  of  the  year  plus  61  temporary  dwellings. 
The  Council,  therefore,  own  20%  of  all  the  dwellings  in  the 
district  and  approximately  1  in  4  of  all  the  cottage  property. 

Maintenance  and  repair  works  to  council  houses  is  carried 
out  by  a  direct  labour  force  which  is  controlled  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  continued  to  be  a  “dead  letter” 
as  far  as  St.  Ives  Rural  District  was  concerned ;  one  appli¬ 
cation  for  assistance  was  refused  by  the  Council  and  one 
application  was  withdrawn  while  waiting  for  approval  from 
the  Ministry. 
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One  application  for  the  quashing  of  a  Demolition  Order 
was  granted  by  the  County  Court  Judge  and  the  Order  was 
rescinded. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  demolition  and  clearance  of  unfit  houses,  but  7  houses 
that  had  been  condemned  in  1939  were  finally  vacated  and 
demolished  in  1950. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

[a)  Milk  Supply 

The  milk  supply  to  the  greater  part  of  the  district  is  dis¬ 
tributed  by  two  firms.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  being  either 
Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) .  There  are 
three  producer-retailers  of  farm-bottled,  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  who  are  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  Dealers  and  supplementary  licences  authorising 
the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designations  were  granted  as 
follows : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  . 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

Pasteurised 
Sterilised  . 

Samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  indicated 
milk  conformed  to  the  prescribed  standards. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Number  of  licensed  slaughter-houses  . .  ...  10 

Number  of  butchers’  shops  .. .  ...  ...  . .  14 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops  .  136 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  and  destroyed  at 

butchers’ shops  ...  .  . .  1361b. 

The  licensed  slaughter-houses  are  only  occasionally  used 
for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  and  for  the  emergency  slaughter  and  dressing  of 
casualty  animals  before  consignment  to  the  nearest  Govern¬ 
ment  Allocation  Centre. 

The  routine  inspections  for  Cysficercus  Bovis  were  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  six  cases  were  confirmed.  The 
cysts  were  confined  to  the  masseter  muscles,  and  the  carcases, 
all  of  which  were  of  good  quality,  were  released  for  sale  after 
twenty-one  days  in  cold  storage. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
over  one  hundred  samples  of  bovine  blood  were  despatched  to 
the  laboratory  at  Cambridge  for  examination.  The  results 
indicated  that  the  cattle  in  this  area  are  free  from  the  organ¬ 
isms  that  give  rise  to  the  milk-borne  disease  known  as  “Q”. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter¬ 
house  at  St.  Ives  is  carried  out  by  the  department  and  the 
following  tables  summarise  the  inspections  and  condemnations 
during  the  year 


Cattle 

including 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Cows 

1141 

199 

Lambs 

2826 

630 

Number  inspected 

1 141 

199 

2826 

630 

(All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

-) 

6 

8 

15 

30 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

303 

5 

— 

76 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

27.08% 

6.5% 

7-36% 

16.8% 

(Tuberculosis  only: — ) 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

24 

1 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

149 

1 

_ 

23 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

15.16% 

1.0% 

• 

4.28% 

Weights  of  Condemned  Meat 

c5 


Condemnations 


Number 

killed 

Number 
of  whole 

carcases 

W  eight 
of  whole 
carcases 

Weight  of 
Parts  and 
Organs 

Total 

Weight 

Cattle 

II4I 

30 

17740  lb. 

1 1901  lb. 

29641  lb. 

Calves 

199 

9 

660  lb. 

41  lb. 

707  lb. 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

2826 

15 

812  lb. 

642  lb. 

1454  lb. 

Pigs 

630 

34 

5691  lb. 

1043  lb. 

6734  lb. 

Total  .  . 

4796 

88 

24909  lb. 

13627  lb. 

38536  lb. 

Total  animals  killed  ...  4,796 

Total  meat  condemned  ...  17  tons  4  cwt  o  qtrs  8  lb. 

Routine  examination  and  condemnations  of  other  foods 
were  carried  out  and  a  wide  variety  of  foods  were  inspected. 
There  were  no  unusual  conditions  found,  decomposition  being 
the  main  cause  of  the  unfitness  of  the  foods  that  were  con¬ 
demned.  These  were  either  destroyed  or  released  for  animal 
feeding. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  other  foods  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


73  tins  of  vegetables 

.  75*  lb. 

183  tins  of  milk 

.  179  lb. 

6  tins  of  fruit 

.  10  lb. 

3  tins  of  fish 

.  3  lb. 

8  tins  of  meat 

.  27  lb. 

Cheese  . 

.  67  lb. 

Bacon  . 

.  44i  lb. 

Margarine  . 

.  14I  lb. 

Wet  fish  . 

.  84  lb. 

Adulteration 

The  Huntingdon  County  Council  are  the  primary  author¬ 
ity  responsible  for  the  administration  of  those  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  adulteration.  No  special 
circumstances  arose  where  it  was  considered  that  any  action 
could,  with  advantage,  be  taken  by  the  department. 
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